LIVING STONES
SUNDAY 6th JUNE
HYMN: Christ is made the sure foundation
Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord and precious,
binding all the church in one;
holy Zion's help forever,
and her confidence alone.
All that dedicated city,
dearly loved of God on high,
in exultant jubilation
pours perpetual melody;
God the One in Three adoring
in glad hymns eternally.
To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of hosts, today:
with thy wonted loving-kindness
hear thy people as they pray;
and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls alway.
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Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
what they ask of thee to gain,
what they gain from thee forever
with the blessed to retain,
and hereafter in thy glory
evermore with thee to reign.
Laud and honor to the Father,
laud and honor to the Son,
laud and honor to the Spirit,
ever Three and ever One,
One in might, and One in glory,
while unending ages run.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
THE GATHERING
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
All and also with you.
WE SAY SORRY
We sometimes forget we are a community
and try to do things in our own strength.
Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy
We are sometimes selfish
and our hearts are like stone;
we think only of ourselves and forget the needs of others.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
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We deliberately set out to hurt others,
to bring them down,
especially when we feel weak or challenged.
Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy
WE ARE FORGIVEN
READING

1 Peter 2. 4 - 9

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’
To you then who believe, he is precious;
but for those who do not believe,
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner’,
and
‘A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.’
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvellous light.
GOSPEL

Matthew 16. 15 - 19

He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’
And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
3

Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’
TALK

Living Stones

Becca Herrick

SONG: Cornerstone
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest friend
But wholly trust in Jesus name
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest friend
But wholly trust in Jesus name
Christ alone
Cornerstone
Weak made strong
In the Saviour's love
Through the storm
He is Lord
Lord of all
When darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
When He shall come with trumpet sound
Oh, may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless stand before the throne
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WE AFFIRM OUR FAITH
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
INTERCESSIONS
THE PEACE
We are all one in Christ Jesus.
We belong to him through faith,
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you
THE OFFERTORY
As the altar is prepared, we listen to BEHOLD THE LAMB
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away,
Slain for us: and we remember:
The promise made that all who come in faith
Find forgiveness at the cross.
So we share in this Bread of life,
And we drink of His sacrifice,
As a sign of our bonds of peace
Around the table of the King.
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The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Torn for you: eat and remember
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life,
Paid the price to make us one.
So we share in this Bread of Life,
And we drink of His sacrifice
As a sign of our bonds of love
Around the table of the King.
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,
Shed for you: drink and remember
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in
To receive the life of God.
So we share in this Bread of Life,
And we drink of His sacrifice,
As a sign of our bonds of grace
Around the table of the King.
And so with thankfulness and faith
We rise to respond: and to remember
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ
As His body here on earth.
As we share in His suffering,
We proclaim: Christ will come again!
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven
Around the table of the King.
Be present, be present,
Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest;
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
The prayer continues...
evermore praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The prayer continues …
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
THE GIVING OF COMMUNION
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Heavenly Father,
you have surrounded us by your blessing,
dipped us in your love and created us anew
in the image of your Son.
May we go on from this place
with his love in our hearts
and into the world in his name.
May those who meet us on the way,
see a little of Christ in all we do and in all we say,
and may we live each moment in joy,
sure in the promise
that Christ walks with us on the way. Amen
NOTICES
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HYMN: LET US BUILD A HOUSE
Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children
tell how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
Let us build a house where love is
found in water, wine, and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that free us:
Let us build a house where hands
will reach beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger:
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Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured,
taught and claimed as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Go in the peace of Christ,
loving and serving the Lord.
In the name of Christ, Amen
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