Thursday 3rd September Holy Communion
Welcome
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Prayers of Confession
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the
only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself”. There is
no other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and
to live in love and peace with all.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your son Jesus Christ,
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who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from
all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and to give
more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving
us those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we are not
worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:18 - end
Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you
should become “fools” so that you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness
in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord
knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” So then, no more boasting about human leaders!
All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present
or the future—all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading: Luke 5:1-11
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him
and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the
fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the
boat.
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets
for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything.
But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”
When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.
So they signalled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled
both boats so full that they began to sink.
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a
sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken,
and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon,
“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left
everything and followed him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Rev’d John Pinder
‘Go away from me for I am a sinful man’
In accounts of the call of the disciples, Luke alone adds this unique detail. But it fits in with the
unfolding story of the relationship between Peter and Jesus. It somehow fits in with my personal
experiences.
‘Go away from me’ – there is a joke in the Pinder family that in my early 20s I went to great lengths
to escape my vocation. True I had been to theological college but as the time for my ordination
grew closer I decided to run away to the other side of the world. But somehow even on a small
Pacific island I wasn’t able to escape the call. It wasn’t quite like Peter, it wasn’t my unworthiness
to be a disciple, but I certainly felt I wasn’t ready to make a lifelong commitment to the priesthood.
I said Luke alone includes this unique detail, but that’s not quite true. In St.John’s gospel after the
resurrection you will recall the disciples headed back to Galilee and Peter says, ‘I’m going fishing’.
They got into the boat but that night they caught nothing. Then Jesus appears on the shore and
tells them to try again and this time there is a miraculous draught of fish. We know what happens
next. Three times Jesus says to Peter ‘Do you love me?’, alluding to the three times Peter had
denied Jesus.
I think of all the disciples, Peter’s character is shown most fully –
Passionate, vulnerable, reckless, not calculating, headstrong –
3

Was he rock-like or rocky?
Within a few verses in Matthew, Jesus is saying to him first of all, ‘you are Peter and on this rock I
will build my church’ And then,
‘Get behind me satan.’
Was Jesus taking a huge risk when he called Peter to follow him or did he know at that point Peter
would ultimately come good? I think the answer is somewhere between the two. It was an act of
faith on the part of Jesus.
The same could be said for each of us. Jesus calls each one of us to follow him, to be his
disciples. Jesus has faith in us, knowing we are not perfect, we will fail him, even perhaps deny
him, but ultimately we will respond to his love and his trust.
Amen

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers
The Peace
The peace of the Lord always be with you
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation. You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our
Saviour. His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. And so we gladly thank you, with
saints and angels praising you, and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his
command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body
and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He
broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. So, Father, we remember all that Jesus
did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing
before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he
comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died
Christ has risen
Christ will come again.
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Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice and
mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ,
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for
ever and ever. Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours.
Now and for ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you and his
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is always
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus
Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our
souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen

Prayer after Communion
God of all mercy, in this eucharist you have set aside our sins and given us your healing: grant that
we who are made whole in Christ may bring that healing to this broken world, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus
Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out
in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen

If you have any prayer or pastoral needs, please don’t hesitate to contact
Revd Petra Shakeshaft (07847 307416)
or Sally Bard (01223 501165)
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